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JOHN IV. 23. 


THE HOUR COMETH,.. AND” NOW IS, WHEN THE TRUE 


- WORSHIPPERS- SHALL * WORSHIP THE FATHER IN * 


SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. FOR THE TAJOLS SEEKETH 
SUCH TO WORSHIP * | PLP 


+. 


M 5 of * and ingenuity have fre- 


* 


quently exerciſed their talents in diſquiſitions 


upon the ſubject of ſocial worſhip. And ſome, 
diſguſted and diſſatisfied with the various modes 
in which it has uſually been conducted, have 


rejected all inſtitutions for this purpoſe. They 
have accordingly ſhewn no inconſiderable degree 


of induſtry in adducing arguments that may 
tend to juſtify their own conduct in this 


| reſpect; And no wonder that,, in an age 
when the public mind is wholly occupied by 


ſecular conſiderations, .or WY by political 
| B RY ee 
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diſcuſſions, an age of which we cannot give a 


more pertinent and characteriſtic deſcription, 
than in the words applied by the apoſtle to the 


Athenians of old, who * ſpent their time in 
nothing elſe than either to tell or to hear ſome 
new thing” —no wonder, in an age like the 
preſent, that many, and eſpecially) young perſons, 
thould be found ready to adopt their arguments, 


and to follow their example, by totally laying 


aſide all public worſhip, under any modification 
of its external forms. To this negle& men may 
be determined by various motives ; ſome by the 


deſire of novelty, and ſome by the ſubtilties and 


refinements of theory; but more by the love 
of pleaſure, by the habits of indolence, or 
by a diſinclination and indifference to religious 
purſuits in general. It is ſcarcely neceſſary 
for me here to obſerve, that, as no human 
ſyſtem is perfect, ſo perhaps there is no mode 
of worſhip which may not be liable to ſome 
objection. But, I aſk, is it the part of a wiſe 
man, from the imperfection or from the abuſe 
of any ſcheme, to infer its abſolute inutility * Or, 


will the fair and candid inquirer after truth 
altogether renounce the worſhip of God, 


becauſe in the practice of men it has been mixed 


and corrupted by groſs errors and R 4 


The 
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is ) 1 
The controverſy upon this ſubje& may, upon 
* whole, be conſidered as having done no ⁵ 
diſſervice to the cauſe of truth and religion. It 
has ſatisfied the doubts. of many; it has con- 1 
vinced the calm and rational part of the chriſtiaa 
world, that the external rites of worſhip, when 
directed by juſt principles and views, and wiſely 
and judiciouſly arranged, are actually productive 
of the habits of piety and virtue. It ſhould 
ſeem that one advantage, at leaſt, may reſult 
from the diſcuſſion : we may hence be induced 
to reform what we perceive to be improper or 
. unworthy in che prevailing mode of conducting 
the public offices of devotion; we may be led 
to adopt a purer and a chaſter ſyſtem, to ſtudy 
a greater degree of ſimplicity and correctneſs in 
the performance of theſe duties, ſo as to render 
our religious worſhip more free from ſuperſtition 
and enthuſiaſm, more conſonant to reaſon and 
ſcripture, and more worthy of that being who 
is the great object of de ; 
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But, upon this ſubjeR, we are to ſeek light 
; and information from the higheſt and moſt 
| venerable authority. Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
founder of our religion, and the immediate 
meſſenger of God to men, has taught us how 

to think, and how to act on this important 
e Point. 
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point. He has not, indeed, expreſsly enjoined 


the duty of ſocial worſhip ; but he has in effect 
done more; he has conſidered it as a matter 


- univerſally allowed and acknowledged, and 


about which there could be no juſt and reaſon- 
able doubt. He has accordingly contented 
himſelf with giving general directions for the 


conduct and regulation of it.“ And here I 
ſhall refer you particularly to that inſtructive 
leſſon which he has left us in his memorable 
dialogue with the woman of Samaria. 


Her curioſity having been wonderfully 
awakened by the knowledge which Jeſus had 


diſcovered, in this converſation, of ſome peculiar | 
circumſtances of her life ; ſhe avails herſelf of 
this opportunity to aſk the opinion of this 


ſagacious and extraordinary perſon, whom ſhe 


now concludes to be a prophet, in regard to the 


controverſy | which had long been agitated 
between her countrymen and the jews, con- 


cerning the proper place in which men ought - 


1 worſhip God; whether on Mount Gerizim, 


as the Samaritans, ſuppoſed; or in the 
temple at Jeruſalem, for which the jews 
ſtrenuouſly contended. © Jeſus ſays to her, 
woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
this 


* See Matt. vi. 5, &c. 
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this ſhall no longer be a queſtion among you; 
when ye ſhall worſhip the father neither on 
this mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem; when a 
new and better order of things ſhall take place; 
/ when thoſe rites and ordinances which are now 
obſerved by you ſhall be ſuperſeded ; when a 
more pure and ſpiritual mode of worſhip ſhall 
be introduced, under which you will have no 
regard to local circumſtances, ſince one place 
cannot be in fact more ſacred than another. 
Your ſentiments alſo will be rectified in reſpect 
to the great object of worſhip, of whom your 
preſent notions are extremely confuſed and 
imperfect. Ye worſhip ye know not what. 
But we of the Jewiſh nation, though we have 
neglected to improve our ſuperior light and 
inſtructions, have however enjoyed clearer in- 
formation upon this ſubject: Nay, the falvation 
which God has promiſed to the world, is to 
originate with the Jews; for amongſt us the 
Meſſiah, whoſe advent you in common with 
us have long been waiting for, now makes his 
appearance. Be aſſured, therefore, that the 
hour is coming, and now is juſt arrived, when _ 
all true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the father,, 
not by types and ſhadows, not with outward = 
rites and ceremonies, but with inward truth and = 

ſincerity of heart. Such rational worſhippers 
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AH EF 1 
only will be acceptable to God; and ſuch alone 
he ſeeks, who ſhall worſhip him in a manner 
more ſuitable to the purity -and ſpirituality of 
his nature, and more conducive to their own 
conſolation, improvement and advantage. For 
God is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt e him in N and in truth.” T 


VE ſhall now make ſome ede that 
may tend further to elucidate the true ſpirit and 
meaning of the text, and to correct and regulate 
our notions with reſpect to that pure worſhip 
which alone is nn to God. 


And, in Sie firſt place, it is evident from the 


words of Jeſus Chriſt, that homage or worſhip - 


is a duty we all owe to God our maker. 
It is not my deſign, at preſent, to enter 
into a formal defence of ſocial worſnip. This 


argument has already been ably handled, and 


the principle fully eſtabliſhed to the ſatisfaction 

of the impartial and unprejudiced mind. I ſhall 

rather 'treat it, therefore, as a duty implied 

and generally admitted, for which we plead a 

ſanction and authority in the univerſal practice of 

the chriſtian church from the earlieſt ages; and 
ſhall now r myſelf as addrefling a ſociety of 

chriſtians, 


4 4 


| chriſtians, who do not call in queſtion the pro- 
priety and expediency of public, worſhip; nay, 
who are convinced and fatisfied that it is an 
act of homage and allegiance indiſpenfably,due 
from man to God, the 0 common parent of the 
human race. . | 15 | 


Some men have indeed denied the obligation 
to this duty, in the warmth of their zeal for 
the cauſe of infidelity ; - for there are bigots, 
viſionaries, and enthuſiaſts in this cauſe, as well 
as on the ſide of ſuperſtition and credulity, 
And ſome ingenious ſpeculatiſts and honeſt in- 
quirers it is true there are, who, though they do 
not ſee the argument for ſocial worſhip in the 
ſame light that we do, yet are not on that account 

to be cenſured by us. But of ſuch the number is 
comparatively ſmall. It is much to be lamented, 
that the practice for which we are now contend- 
ing, is greatly diſregarded by the vulgar and 
illiterate; yet this is the leſs to be wondered at, 
when we obſerve that too many of thoſe in the 
higher ranks of life are deficient in ſhewing them 
the example of a decent propriety and regularity in 
this reſpect. It may, notwithſtanding, be aſſerted, 
that the great maſs of mankind have agreed, as 
it were by general conſent, to render to the 

creator of all * the tribute of adoration 


and 
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6 
and praiſe.” And this obſervation will apply 
particularly to the thinking and conſiderate part 
of the world; to many of the beſt informed, | 
the'moſt learned, and the moſt truly enlightened ; | 
and generally ſpeaking, to all thoſe, whoſe 
minds have not been warped and miſled by the 
impoſing arts and the ſophiſtical reaſonings of 
a -vain philoſophy, infected by the contagion of 
vicious pleaſures, degraded by the narrow views 
of intereſt and avarice, or deluded by the falſe 

ſplendor of worldly greatneſs and ambition. The 
wiſeſt and the worthieſt among men have uſually 
experienced the higheſt ſatisfaction and advan- 

; tage in that intercourſe with the deity which is 

= maintained and cheriſhed by religious worſhip. 
The moſt elegant and accompliſned minds have 
acknowledged the refined pleaſure that attends 

the cultivation of the devotional taſte, when 
regulated by reaſon, and governed by the under- 
ſtanding. The geperous and feeling heart is 
never more ſuſceptible of the luxury of intel- 
lectual enjoyment, than when elevated by the 
contemplation of the divine perfections, em- 

_ - ployed' in celebrating the high praiſes of God, 
imploring his kind, condeſcenſion and regard, 
or diſſolved in ſentiments of the warmeſt grati- 
tude and affection, of profound veneration, of 


_ well-founded confidence, and animating hope. 
ö And 
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(an 
And where can the ſoul of ſenſibility find ſuch 
exhauſtleſs ſources of tenderneſs, delight, and 
joy, as in the exerciſes of a rational and 
; manly devotion? where can the capacious mind 
of man find ſuch ample ſcope for its energies 
and powers, as in the ſtudy and contemplation 
of the works and ways of God, which will 
furniſh the nobleſt motives to his praiſe ? And, 
as ſocial worſhip is the object we have now 
more immediately in view, how muſt the exalted 
| pleaſures of piety and benevolence be aug- 
mented, diffuſed and extended, while the true 
worſhippers © go-to the houſe of God in com- 
pany,” and join together as with one heart and 
one mind, with perfect harmony and unity of 
ſpirit, in the exerciſes of ſocial religion ! The 
powers of ſympathy. unite the affeftions of 
all; the elevated ſentiments of devotion are 
kindled in every breaſt ; the eyes and the hearts 
of all are directed to one and the ſame great 
being, whoſe preſence is univerſal, whoſe pro- 
vidence rules the world, and whoſe bounty 
ſupplies the exigencies of all his creatures. 
Then let us © enter into his gates with thankſ- 
giving, and into his courts with praiſe :* let =' 
us, in the exerciſe of all holy and devout - 
affections, and © with our. whole hearts praiſe | 
the Lord in the aſſembly of the upright, and 


in 


(' aw} 

in the congregation.” Great God! we rejoice 
in the belief of thine exiſtence ; we rejoice in 
the contemplation of thy unrivalled perfections. 
Weexult in the ſublime and animating thought, 
that ſuch a being as thou art preſides in the 
univerſe, ſeated on a throne of righteouſneſs and 
mercy, arrayed in the ſplendors of immortality, 
enſhrined in imperiſhable glory ! We acknow- 

ledge thy. benignity and truth in all thy diſpenſa- 
tions towards the children of men. We eſteem 
it our indiſpenſable and everlaſting duty to 
worſhip thee, our creator, the conſtant witneſs, 
and the unerring and impartial judge of our 
actions. And we look up to thee with all the 
| Conſolation and plenitude of hope, in the 
aſſurance that thou art the faithful guardian of 
the juſt, the unchanging friend of the righteous, 
the equitable rewarder of them that ny 
ſeck thee. 


Let it be further remarked, that our divine 
maſter has inſtructed us in the nature of that 
true wenne which i is acceptable to God. 


The worſhip mage by Jeſus Chriſt, is pure 
and ſpiritual, and of the moſt liberal and com- 
prehenſive nature ; it is intended to unite perſons 
of all ns, and of all deſcriptions, without 

diſtinction 


4 
diſtinction of parties, or ſpeculative opinions, 
Men are too apt to imagine, that their own; 
country, their own church, their own litutgy. 
or formulary of devotion, their own creed or 
articles of belief, are the only juſt criteria by 
which to determine the rectitude of other men's; 
faith, to eſtimate the validity of their pretenſtons; 
or the/genuineneſs of their religious profeſſion. 
The narrow prejudices of the Jews and Sama- 
ritans, who had no dealings” with each 
other; no friendly intercourſe or communication, 
who interchanged no offices of kindneſs or 
hoſpitality, but cheriſhed a rooted and- inveterate 
diſlike to each other theſe prejudices were: 
ſtrongly cenſured and condemned by our 
lord. And ſuch prejudices are ſurely moſt 
unworthy of that generous. and benevolent: diſ- 
penſation which he came to eſtabliſh in the 
World. It was the deſign of chriſtianity, not 
to make partiſans, not to advance the intereſts 
of any particular church, of any ſect or body 
of men whatſoever. It has a nobler, a more 
enlarged, diſintereſted, and glorious, object in 
view. It is the tendency of its inſtitutions to 
break down the partition- wall that ſeparates 
between men of various deſcriptions, to throw! 
wide open the door of chriſtian charity to thoſe of 
all perſuaſions, of all countries, af all languages, 


and 


: | 60 
and of all complexions, whether circumciſed or 
uncircumciſed, whether barbarian, ſcythian, bond 
or free. It is to enlarge the number of genuine 
and rational worſhippers of the one true God 
and Father of our lord Jeſus Chriſt; to add to 
the number of them that ſhall be ſaved; 
and to ſnew that . God is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons; but that, in every nation, he that feareth 
God and worketh righteouſneſs, whether Jew or 
Samaritan, Pagan, Mahometan, or Chriſtian, is 
accepted with him.” The Chriſtian indeed has 
much higher advantages for attaining to the 
knowledge of God, than others; but his merit 
will be appreciated, not by his ſuperior advan- 
tages, but by the uſe he has made of them, and 
the manner in which he has improved them ; and 
his recompence will be apportioned and regu- 
lated: by the conformity of his conduct to the 
ſalutary laws of the goſpel. And if he neglects 
or miſapplies the privileges he enjoys, the 
greater in proportion, and the more aggravated 
will be his condemnation. A man's real and 
intrinſic worth does not conſiſt in the ſoundneſs 
of his faith, but the orthodoxy of his life; not 
in the extent or vigor of his underſtanding, 
but in the goodneſs and rectitude of his heart. 
Wherever, therefore, you meet with one who 
worſhips God with genuine ſimplicity of heart, 
: CE whoſe. 


„ * 


| < 150 
whoſe conduct is governed by the laws. of . 
truth, integrity and honour, and whoſe heart 
is fraught with the genuine ſentiments and 
affections of humanity and benevolence; whether 
he be of the ſtraiteſt of our ſect, or whether he 
does, or does not, come up to the ſtandard of 
liberality which we may have arrogantly ſet up 
according to the rule of our own imperfect ideas; 
in ſhort, whatever be his religious creed em- 
brace that man as a brother; attach him to your 
friendſhip; receive him into the confidence and 
communion of your hearts; and in the chriſtian 
fellowſhip of ſocial worſhip, unite with him in 
offering up the grateful tribute of your abi 
. to: the father 2 all prin Db Ya, e bid 

nil IN true - ith 2 chriſtianity. 
inculcates, is not local; or confined to any par- 
ticular place or ſituation. There is no place 
in which God excluſively reſides. He is con- 
fined to no region, no part of his immenſe 
creation. Who then ſhall build an houſe for 
God, ſeeing the heaven, the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him? Ie dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands: the habitation of his 
glory is inviſible to mortal eye; and he fills 
the unbounded infinity of ſpace. Heaven 
is but his throne; and the earth is only his 

footſtool; 
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footftool ; the world is his altar; and che m- 
verſe is the temple of God. In this magnificent, 
auguſt, and ſtupendous temple, all his works 
praiſe him; and heaven and earth unite in one 
grand chorus to celebrate his majeſty and his 
excellent greatneſs. Nor may we, his intelligent 
offspring, neglect to join in the exalted theme of 


his praiſe. In this oratory of his univerſal church, 


this modeſt houſe of prayer, we, the objects of his 
mercy, are under peculiar obligations to love and 
adore. him. For here we rejoice in the com- 
munications of his favour. Then, “ give unto 
the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto. 
the Lord glory and ſtrength ; give unto the 


Lord the glory due to his name; bring an 


offering, and come into his courts. Exalt him 


in the congregation of the people, and N 


him in the aſſembly of the elders.” 


But, ſays our ay y bios me, the hour 
cometh, when neither in this mountain, nor yet 
at Jeruſalem ſhall' ye worſhip the father.” 


When: Chriſt came into the world, it was one 


important object of his miſſion, for ever to 


aboliſh the local worſhip of the temple, whether 


on Gerizim or on Moriah. From that period, it 


became a matter of pert indifference in what 
ith Jew; | 1 


En 
place we afſemble to worſhip the God of our 
fathers. Happily. we are not obliged, like 
the ancient jews, by long-and toilſome pil- 
grimages, to ſeek. his preſence on his holy hill 
of Sion. His glory is every where diffuſed 
throughout the wide extent of the creation. 
He knows no diſtinction of places. In fig 
all- comprehenſive view, the grandeur or the 
meanneſs of the edifice is equally inſignificant. 
The majeſtic dome, the lofty turrets, the ſtately 
columns, the ſpacious and the vaulted ailes 
can no more than the lowly ſhed attract his 
notice, or determine the place of his habitation. 
If we worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, our 
offerings will be accepted by him, from what- 
ever altar they aſcend: and wherever there is 
an intelligent being, wherever there is a ſincere 
and devout worſhipper, there God has a temple. 
We have cauſe to rejoice, that he is not far 
tom every one of us; he is in the midſt of 
us, and condeſcends to dwell with us; his 
temple, his peculiar dwelling is in the heart of 
the righteous; and he has no reſidence more 
venerable than the honeſt and the upright mind. 
Here © incenſe is offered to his mags even a 
pure offering,” 4 


Once more, the worſhip which is s acceptable 
to God, does not conſiſt in external forms, or 
C l " 
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m the parade of ceremonious rites. Theſe 
were at firſt ordained in compliance with the 
prejudices of the multitude, and in conformity 
to the weakneſs of human nature, with a view 
to lead men to the worſhip of God ; as children 
are- trained to virtue by the habits of early and - 

| regular diſcipline.” But mankind ſoon began 
vainly to imagine, that a rigid/and ſcrupulous 

_ obſervance ' of theſe would compenſate for the 
want of inward / purity and ſincerity. And 
we find that this error has prevailed as noto- 
riouſſy among thoſe who. are called chriſtians, 
as among the jews. But it is incumbent 
upon us, while we boaſt: of ſuperior degrees 
of knowledge and information, not to en- 
courage ſuperſtition, nor give countenance to 
popular and long-eſtabliſhed prejudices; but to 

do all we can to remove the abuſes and corrup- 
tions which have obtained in the world, and 
tarniſhed the luſtre and deformed the beautiful 
ſimplicity of the true and rational worſhip of 
God. Theſe . abuſes and corruptions it was 
the deſign of the chriſtian | n to 
reform. 126. 55 527 


The author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews“ 
early incumates, that the rites and cere- 
p OE monies, 
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' monies, which were appointed by the jewiſh 
diſpenſation, were not effectual to make the 
performer of religious ſervices perfect, in 
regard to conſcience ; but were ordained only 
till the world was prepared for the arrival of 
that happier period when God in his infinite 
wiſdom would fee fit to eftabliſh a purer in- 
ſtitution, one better calculated to reform the 
errors and vices of mankind. And even during 
the continuance of that former diſpenſation, we 
find God himſelf frequently correcting the 
miſtakes of men in regard to his worſhip ; and 
long before he ſpake to mankind by his ſon, in 
effect aſſerting, that he would be worſhipped 
in ſpirit and in truth.” —< Bring no more vain 
oblations, ſays he; incenſe is an abomination 
unto me: your new moons and ſabbaths and 
your appointed feaſts my ſoul 'hateth.” He is 
« not pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or ten 
thouſands of rivers of oil;”” but he has declared, 
that © to obey is better than, ſacrifice, and to 
hearken, than the fat of rams.” 


Can we for a moment imagine, that he 
e delights in burnt-offerings ?—To what pur- 
poſe are the miltitude of our ſacrifices to him?” 
What are to him the moſt coſtly and oſten- 
tatious rites, the moſt ſuperb and magni- 
ficent appearances, and all the holy pomp of an 
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external devotion ? What are to him the 
ſolemn temples, the moſt ſplendid decorations, 
the harmonious choir, the voice of ſinging 
men and ſinging women, and the organ's 
grand and animating peal?” To the God we 
worſhip, : there 1s nothing great, excellent, or 
beautiful, but virtue ; there. is no muſic like 
the harmony of a good life; no melody like 
that of a pure and grateful heart. To him 
the moſt odoriferous , perfumes are not ſo 
fragrant, as the holy, aſpirations of the mind ; 
and whoſo offers him the praiſes of the heart, 
and the incenſe of a well-ordered converſation, 
glorifies him more truly, and worſhips him more 
acceptably, than he who ſacrifices innumerable 
victims upon his altars, and devotes to his 
honor the cattle on a thouſand hills, 


We are told, that the modeſt “ publican 
went down to his houſe juſtified rather than“ 
the proud phariſee, with all his negative pre- 
tences to religion. The vaunting and arrogant 
preſumption of the latter was diſpleaſing to 
God ; while the earneſt, unaſſuming addreſs of 
the former was acceptable, becauſe it was the 
language of unfeigned penitence and contrition. 
The father of our ſpirits will not reject the fuppli- 
cation of the meaneſt of his creatures, when 
offered up in ſimplicity and truth: he will re- 
ceive the ſigh of the penitent; he will revive 
the 
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the ſpirit of the humble. The prayer that ariſes 
from the duſt he will not diſdain to hear. The 
vows of the deſpiſed hottentot, when proceeding 
from an honeſt heart, will find favour in the 
ſight of God, rather than the formal and con- 
ſtrained ſervices of the pretended, hypocritical, 
or een profeſſor of chriſtianity.” And 


wy The poor tndian; whoſe re mind | 
FM Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind; 


who, unſkilled in nice theological diſtinctions, 
and the oppoſitions of ſcience, falſely ſo called, 
yet adores the great ſpirit who reſides in ſome 
unſeen region beyond his native hills, and 
preſtrates himſelf before « the unknown God,” 
the earth his altar, his canopy the ſky—even he, 
may feel more of the fervor of true devotion, 
than the nominal chriſtian, or the faſtidious and 
phuloſophizing ſceptic. A 


In treating of the duty of ſocial worſhip, it 
has now been preſumed, that chriſtians in general 
acknowlege the peculiar obligations they are 
under to the practice of it, and that they will 
not lightly forſake the aſſembling themſelves 
together for this purpoſe. It has been admitted, 
that in conſideration of the imperfect ſtate of 
human nature, ſome outward form of devo- 
tion is neceſſary to keep alive a ſenſe of God 
and religion in the world, and to promote the 
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habitual exerciſe of thoſe pure and virtuous 
affeftions. which are the foundation of all true 
piety. But it has been the principal object of 
this diſcourſe to rectify the miſtaken notions of 
men upon this ſubject, and to maintain that 
the mode of worſhip muſt be as ſimple as 
poſſible; and that no ritual obſervances can 
by any means be ſubſtituted in the place of 
moral virtue, which conſiſts in action, not in 
ſpeculation; in reality, and not in appearance. 
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Had we time to enlarge, many important 
obſervations might be deduced from the doctrine 
of the text which I have endeavoured to 
iuſtrate. We ſee, in general, that the worſhip 
which God requires and approves, is not a local 
worſhip ; for it bears no relation to any parti- 
cular place, and is confined to no region of the 

—, univerſe; ſince God is worthy to be praiſed in 
every part, and in all places of his boundleſs 
dominions. It does not conſiſt in corporeal 
ordinances, which may he. called the mere 
pageantry of worſhip; nor in the vain ſhow 
and grimace of ſanctity, which is only the maſk 
and the diſguiſe of true devotion. But we muſt 
approach our maker with a pure heart fervently, 
not only with our bodies, but our ſpirits, which 
are his; not only in the outward act of homage, 
but more eſpecially with the inward devotion 
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of the mind. It will avail us nothing to cry, 
Lord, Lord, with all the fanatical heat and ardor 
of a forced and artificial devotion ; unleſs our 
worſhip be conducted with a view to our 
advancement in rectitude and virtue. For he 
is not a true worſhipper, © who is one out- 
wardly; but he who is one inwardly ;”” and 
real religion © is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, .. 
and not in the letter.” It does not require a 
parade and multitude of words; for we cannot 
expect to be heard for our much ſpeaking. - 
God is in heaven, and we upon earth, therefore 
let our words be few and ſimple, modeſt, 
humble, and ſincere. The devotional ſpirit is 
not expreſſed by a ſtudied diſplay of eloquence ; 
it finds a more affecting utterance in the ſimple 
and artleſs language of the heart. And, © though 
uwe ſpeak with the tongues of men and of angels,” 
though we be ever ſo fluent, or frequent, or 
apparently earneſt and devout in the perform- 
ance of our religious ſervices; yet, without a 
ſtrict and conſcientious regard to the rules-of 
_ temperance, juſtice and humanity, all our pre- 
tences to devotion are vain, and will profit 
us nothing. True worſhip is of a refined 
and ſpiritual nature; and the mode of it muſt 
be directed by reaſon, and animated by a 
principle of ſincere and undiflembled piety. And 
if the exerciſes of it produce in us the true graces 
and accompliſhments of human nature, if they lead 
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us to unaffected humility and probity, to habits 


of piety to God, and benevolence to man; then 


the great end of all religious worſhip is attained. 
This is indeed the beauty of holineſs; theſe 
are the genuine fruits of devotion, the nobleſt 
triumphs of religion, the beſt oblations of the 
heart; the ſacrifices with which God is well 
pleaſed. The external acts and modes of 
worſhip are only inſtrumental duties that point 
to ſomething better; they are, as it were, the 
outworks and fences of religion; they are the 
avenues that lead to the holy of holies, the 
ſanctuary of the pure and upright mind, which 
is the true _ of the deny. Welke 


And of a great being who is the ſole 


object of our homage and worſhip, we muſt 
- ſtudy to acquire juſt and honourable ſentiments. 


We muſt believe that he is, and that he is the 
faithful and liberal rewarder of virtue, and the 


patron of all wiſe and virtuous men. We 


muſt believe that. he is one, and that beſides 


him there is no God. We muſt conſider that 
he is good, and that his goodneſs extends to alt 


his works : he is light, and in him is-no darkneſs 
at all: he is love, and the clemency of his 


nature is the foundation of all our confidence 
and hope. We muſt accordingly cultivate the 
moſt worthy and exalted notions of the unity 
1 _— of his nature, of his irreſiſtible 


power 


135 
power and unerring wiſdom, of his univerſal pre- 
ſence, his infinite knowledge, his ſuperintending 
providence, and his condeſcending regard to the 
minuteſt concerns of all the various orders of 
created beings. In ſhort, we muſt remember 
that God is a ſpirit;“ and we ſhall find that 


juſt and rational ideas of his nature and attributes 


will lead us to worſhip him in ſpirit and 
in truth,“ to offer unto him the true and 
ſpiritual homage of the heart. | 


Such is the purity, ſimplicity, and ſpirituality 
of the true chriſtian worſnip. Such is the worſhip 
which was preſcribed by Jefus Chriſt; and which, 
therefore, in conformity to his inſtructions and to 
the model he hath given us, it is the duty of thoſe 
who are appointed to lead the devotions of others, 
to inculcate upon their fellow-worſhippers. 
There is indeed an external propriety, decorum 
and ſolemnity to be ſtudiouſly obſerved by us in 
performing the public offices of religion. The 
admonition of the wiſe man may here, with ſome 
accommodation, be generally applied: Keep 
thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of God; 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the ſacri- 
fice of fools.” But it is requiſite, above all other 
things, that the heart be right with God; for it 
is the heart which he principally regards. We 
muſt take care that our devotions be free from 


error, idolatry, and hypocriſy, from all enthuſta- 
ſtical 
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ſtical and ſuperſtitious obſervances. Nor muſt we 
Jay ſo much ſtreſs on the external forms of reli- 
gion, as may lead us to treat thoſe who ſee reaſon 
to adopt a different mode of worſhip from our- 
[ ſelves, with unchriſtian bigotry and intolerance, 
| on account of any ; ſpeculative or practical 
differences that ſubſiſt between us. And finally, 
chriſtians,, we muſt look forward to that bright 
and happy period, when ail party diſtinctions 
ſhall ceaſe; when external forms ſhall be abo- 
liſhed, and the ſhadow ſhall give way to the 
ſubſtance; when that which is perfect ſhall come, 
1 5 and that which is in part ſhall be done away; 
when we ſhall no longer worſhip God in this or 
that particular church, or ſociety of chriſtians; 
but ſhall ſerve him day and night in that glorious 
and celeſtial temple, from whence they go no 
more out. W 
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L cannot cloſe this diſcourſe without adverting * 
to the particular ſituation in which I am now, 
for the firſt time, placed before you, as the 
ſucceſſor of your late worthy and excellent 
paſtor, Dr. Kippis :—a name, which cannot be 
mentioned without exciting in your breaſts, as 
well as my own, the heartfelt emotions of 
friendſhip, veneration, and regret; a name, 
which will be remembered in the worid as long 
as manly abilities, folid learning, ſterling worth, 
ES | and 
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and unaffefted benevolence ſhall continue ta 
retain a place in the eſteem of mankind. In 
him, the perſonal virtues and talents of the man 
were ſo admirably blended with the acquire- 
ments of the ſcholar, and the elevated ſentiments 
and principles of the chriſtian, as to conſtitute 
a rare, valuable, and accompliſhed character. 
In him, ſcience has loft an ornament, religious 
liberty and truth an able advocate, and humanity 
a diſintereſted friend. You, indeed, need no 
remembrancer of what he was. After a con- 
neCtion of three and forty years, if there be any 
amongſt you who can look back to that early pe- 
riod of his miniſtry, to you I appeal - but not to 
you alone; for I am perſuaded that there is no 
one in this congregation, of whatever age or 
ſtanding, to whom I may not appeal—for the 
unfeigned teſtimony of your affectionate regard. 
You well know how acceptable and inſtructive 
. his converſation was rendered by his various 
and - extenſive knowledge, by his acquaintance 
with general literature and the world, by his 
communicative temper; by his ſuavity of man- 
ners, and his native dignity of deportment. 
You know how unblameably and how conſiſt- 
ently he conducted himſelf among you as 2 
faithful paſtor, as a zealous, and ſympathiſing 
mend. how aſſiduouſly and affectionately he 
f | exhorted 
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exhorted you to walk worthy of God, who 
hath called you ſts his kingdom and glory.” 


. 


Alchough his os has already, from this 
pulpit, been more fully and more ably drawn, yet 
I truſt it will not be thought irrelevant to the 
ſubject upon which I have this day addreſſed you, 
that I have embraced the opportunity which ſo 
naturally preſent@ itſelf, of paying this ſincere 
tribute of reſpect to the memory of a man, whom 
we all revered, and whoſe loſs we now deplore : 

But who, © though dead, yet ſpeaks” to you in 
the living page of his writings ; whoſe admo- 
nitions. are engraved on the tablet of your me- 
mories; Whoſe example is yet freſh in your 


recollection; whoſe memorial ſtill lives in your 
hearts. 


The peculiar circumſtances under which 1 
ſtand before this congregation, ' vill be my 
only apology for making myſelf, in any degree; 
the ſubject of this addreſs. As you have, with 
the greateſt unanimity, requeſted me to ſucceed 
our late venerable friend, in the capacity of yout 
' Miniſter ; and as I have done myſelf the honour 
to accept your united i invitation for this purpoſe; 

vou will now permit me to fay, that it will 
be my earneſt deſire and my ambition to walk, 
though with unequal ſteps, in the path in which 
he walked, and to follow him in the paſtoral 
labours 
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labours of this moral and ſpiritual vineyard, 


as far as he followed our divine inſtructor, and 
our only infallible guide. If my labours be leſs 
abundant or leſs meritorious than his, ©. who 
was a workman that needed not to be aſhamed,” 
yer I ſhall truly aim to diſcharge the truſt you 
have repoſed in me with diligence and induſtry, 
and with the utmoſt fidelity and zeal; my beſt 
exertions ſhall not be waiting to promote a 
cauſe which I revere, the cauſe of truth, liberty, 
virtue, and: humanity. This has been my 
buſineſs, - and my pleaſure in the connection 


which. I have juſt quitted, and in which my 


ſervices were JI truſt, not unacceptable, and, 
under the direction of providence, not wholly 
in vain. In regard to that reſpectable congre- 


gation, of whoſe efteem I ſhall retain a ſincere | 


and laſting remembrance, no difference in 
ſpeculative opinions ever interrupted the har- 
mony and friendſhip which ſubſiſted between 
us during the whole time of my miniſtrations 
among them. The unreſtrained right of private 
judgment, and an unlimited freedom in all 
matters of religion and conſcience, were 
mutually underſtood, and mutually aſſerted and 


maintained between the congregation and the 


miniſter, without the ſlighteſt infringement of 
the claims of ehriſtian charity and-benevolegce.- 
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V pon the ſame manly and chriſtian principles 
I would wiſh to conduct myſelf, with as much 
conſiſtency as I am able, in that new and in- 
tereſting relation into which I am now entering. 
The cauſe in which we are embarking together, 
is a common cauſe, in which we are all of us, 
both miniſter and people, equally concerned. 
It has for its object, our common uſefulneſs, 
integrity and honour, both as individuals and 
as a religious ſociety ; and the virtue and happi- 
neſs of mankind in general, as far as it lies in 
our power, in our reſpective ſtations, to promote 
thefe important ends. I have therefore great 
confidence in your co-operations ; ſince we are 
in fact co-adjutors of each other in the ſame 

. virtuous and benevolent undertaking: Our 
duties are reciprocal ; and our ſatisfaction, I 
Full, will be OOO and — 


Dilavuragement,” indeed, we muſt expect 
difficulties will ariſe; but we mult be prepared 
to meet them with fortitude and courage. The 
times grow dark, and do not promiſe to befriend 
us. But, amidſt the threatening aſpects and the 
wild commotions of the world, miſeries chat 
wring and agonize the heart, and ſufferings at 
the bare recital of which humanity weeps; amidſt 
all the gloom that ſurrounds us, our troubled 


minds may find repoſe and ſecurity in the over- 
r uling 
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ruling providence of God. On him let us rely 
with unbounded confidence and hope. The faith 
of the goſpel may droop for a while ; and its pure 
morality may ſeerm to languiſh with it. Such is 
the reſtleſs activity of che human mind, the 
fluctuation of opinions, and the derangement of 
prevailing ſyſtems, that chriſtianity itſelf may 
ſuffer a temporary detriment. The rude hand 
which attempts to remove the rubbiſh of error 
and ſuperſtition that has long deformed the 
beauty of the fabrio, may ſlightly. impair: the 
edifice: But it will at length riſe more fair; more 
perfect, more ſimple and majeſtic than ever. 
Diſcuſſion: will produce conviction; and argu- 
ment will: terminate in a rational, complete, and 
permanent ſyſtem of religion. Then let us not 
give way to deſpondeney and fear. The cloud 
will be diſperſed, and we ſhall again rejoice 
in a clear atmoſphere and a bright and ſerene 
ſky. Let this glorious hope reanimate our zeal. 
In our ſphere of uſefulneſs, let us redouble our 


united endeavours. And though we are not 
able to command ſucceſs, yet we may reſt 
aſſured, that no effort will be loſt; our labour 


| ſhall not be finally in vain; nor ſhall we ſpend 
our ſtrength for nought: Our mite will be 
accepted, as the humble offering of an upright 
mind. While our exertions are ſincere and 
unremitting, we ſhall be fellow-labourers with 
| od 
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God himſelf, whoſe grand object it is in all his 


diſpenſations, by promoting the virtue, to 


advance the happineſs of mankind. And we 


know that he is not unrighteous to forget our 
wk hats labour of nnen and unt 


Let us, . my chriſtian SA Hi 
« ſhe diligence to the full aſſurance of hope 
unto the end. Let us now wait in humble and 
earneſt expectation of that perfect day of 


| meridian ſplendor and unfading glory, which 


will: prove the joyful conſummation of our 
wiſhes: and our hopes. And, at length, may 
we be received into the regions of eternal purity 
and truth, where they that be wiſe: ſhall ſhine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteouſneſs as the ſtars for 
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